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In the snail town of San Dionislo in El Salvador, Feb. ' 8 , 19 oh , • 

it was a da - like any other. It was aara ard hunid. _ , . 

For Lois Male" or Vidal, Jr., Uk , American- citizen, it. was Ms 
wedding cay. He was married to Lucia Magana, U8 , in a ciVi * 

ceremony at the town hail,^SST performed by Mayor Miguel Angel 

•>t.( i; 

'i’urcicst 



1 David Kaplan, UP, it was one more day in Mexico City's 



For Joe 



Lecuiaberri Prison, where the American millionaire added several 

f\ P -yw * • • 

more hours to the life sentence he has been given for the killing 
of Luis Kelchor Vidal, Jr., in Mexico City in 1961. 



meric an and Mexican officials r 



have never 



doubted the Tact 

//. 



that Vidal is alive. Kaplan, the 



nephew of multi-millionaire. 



r. M. Kaplan 'of. New York, while ostensibly in prison forjnurder^ 



■ • is actually a poll tics l_p rie one r_ who hsj^admittc^ involvement t .. - 

' ’ wlth the Bay of Pigs, with the C. ~ * A. and w ho has described, hi maelf 



as s 



"soldier of fortune. 



< ;<■ -«-- r »r. - - 



^ has said everything in this 



caise ce 



nears around "Tho Bay o'. 



but not in the way you 

<Ji . C * A £ *■- > 






However, t 






here appeal 



to be tw o o 



oel David Kaplans. 



One i a the 

y 



nlessarit 



t chars 



_ 4 ^ v, «- 1 v bV 

. ^ C-. r ^n ovi n ^ • L ‘r ~> 1 1 *■ j - 
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This sama Joel Davie Kaplan also appears to he a bad liar, -be 

cannot look you straight in the face when he’s not telling the 

truth. His color deepens and he locks at something other than 

your eyes. His answers are given as much through his facial 

responsas as his verbal ones. KSUCC&& X * . On s*. 

The other Kaplan is an enigmatic mystery-shrouded figure who 

lives in a world of intrigue, a man capable of violence who 

■ who' 

admittedly played a paft in the Bay of Pigs, and^aay, considering 
the tremendous pressures that have kept him in a foreign prison. 



have some 



-.o knowledge of the clot that ultimately led to the death_ 



of Pres. Kennedy. jmxSI^X'ns^XSSSSX 



In explaining his remark about the the Pigs, he oidnot 

•in- any way tell his part in it, which is. another side of the multi- 
facited- Kaplan. While he either^ states specifically or hints 
broadly at his involvement in various activities. Including smKas 
the Bay of the Pigs, he seldom speaks in the first person, pre-erln;. 

to leave out the personal pronoun* 

Therefore, when he talked further about the .Bay of the. Piws, 'e 

said: 



..J 
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This sana Joel Davie Kaplan also appears to be a bad liar., kb 

cannot look' you straight in the race when he's not telling the 

truth. His color deepens and he looks at something other tr-an 

your eyes. His answers are given as much through his facial 

responses as his verbal ones. KSX22.S2XS2X&EX 

The other Kaplan is an enigmatic mystery-shrouded figure who 

lives in a world of intrigue, a man capable of violence who 

who' 

admittedly played a paft in the Bay of Pigs, and" may, considering 
the tremendous pressures that have kept him in a foreign prison. 



have some knowledge 



the plot that ultimately led to the death 



of Pres. Kennedy. K £ AhJDKhJwlfh XkXIn.iX 



In explaining his remark about the j ct the Pigs, he oidnot 
in any way tell his. part in it, which is another side of the multi- 
facited Kaplan. While he either states specifically or hints 
broadly at his involvement in various activities, including B-shss 
the Bay of the Pigs, he seldom speaks in the first person, P r ^- er ‘ n - 

to leave out the personal pronoun. 

Therefore, when he talked further about the Bay of the Pi.-s, -e 



said : 




r-j 



"Two 'of the takeoff points were fro® Puerto Csbez.ss Nicaragua 
and_ Tenanga, Guatemala. Vidal was supplying snti 

and pro- Csstroites. Later s second Bay of the Pigs. Was planned 
from -another place. Vidal was to have been involved in it in seme 
way. It was called off though because too many people seemed to 



know about it. This is one of the reasons 



I think I’m being held 



in prison. Someone has convinced the CIA that I know more than 
T actually do, or something I don’t realize the value of. I'm sure 
my uncle is behind this!; 

During many interviews with Kaplan there were npcssssss— 
numerous inconsistencies in his statements. At times he would 
indicate that he knew less than others thought he did and then he 




, " „ w tj <■> v? t? t» t (3 o n * t hlsrs® who C I x vOO 

off into space and rsnsr^eo. nv^evei s -> ou 

much when you think every country in the world ''as tMs sane tyre of 



organization.” 



if. 



And another time when asked he thought the CIA had bee: 

. behind a recent, bombing of the Cuban SmSassy in Mexico City, '-<3 
^ — ^seml-ssr'casticallv: J) 



■re'plIed^k^Kot t'-Ts time. Although the >C.IA-ia not opposed ts‘z'-i 



-0UiU serve Sv>.r.e 



- . , . ■ e 

..J 



• C+* 







f r : 



A conspiracy «'ss 



1 ' , a- . 1 - 6l to 

hatched in -o*a- - ■ 



~c' r ;? it appear 



„ , r x=xico. The conspire 

Vidal was ■ killed j.n 



tors were Vidal, Ms 



Ve'a with the fast 



father , the prisoner X aplan and other^oonc* 



. ^ wig c ouble • dealing 

that Vidal, Jr.’/, life «« in dangerjec^is^- —U 



with pro a 



nd anti Csstroites 



An admitted dealer -•> w— — 



running- 



, J. he 'had' been 



n one night in New 



York by a grouo_o 



r rnbane . htL» 



arantly refus 



Cased to identify 



Kaplan Pas said that Vidal wis engaged in everything from 

_ *, , 'Vi itq i or continues to sx insist 

narcotics to gunrunning, although -- ^ 



that his own invclveme 



vent no further than ?sssxg unrunnin? 



snd bootlegging 



the conspiracy in 



, . , . _ 0 v v ^ e h a c 1 o i n e c 

ccing. However , w'en ho was es-eb ~ny ..e 



the first place, he repiied that he -as always 



involved in risky things v 



f sally .iso las r c 3 ‘ , 



, kn.'V.m L-,oa « that alcohol 

^ ( v ,. ~~-i • "Everyone in thfro business 

r -c-p, th s Tec straight to boo uf k. >1 -a 

is r nfiSS by-product of molesse^. - - s 



All the contracts i 



involved in our business are 



;cret since most 



of them i 



involve high officials of nearly every 



; -government cur 



business has expc 



,f the wav trey made money. ' 
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employ of the 


p 


agent. w Ke o< 


1 




wanted to &PP 



••• . _ ... 



rV- 



I 



(•ft** j 5 c. * 



\Pr. a C IA 



s wall as 



A -./a - v, i6"e^ cr$ 

the .Cuba as a*V 8 ” 



all' of them” , Kaplan told Ra mparts re^. -e.s . 



Tna oouoj'^- 1 «-* , 

, Vv, e Hotel Contine.. »al 

v „„ 10 fci. He checked «t -.he 

first days of noT«na>®-» .- 

» pt«. » “« M “” ir “ r ' WlC ““ S ^ ^ 

js* i” «*-&&&* 10SW “* *“° ylns “ P ‘° Pl ’ “ 

, ther» three times to 

3 a pa* r of pants that had a huge patch on the front, 
have them press a pa.r of ^ 

. .. M _ , t would be better for him to 

M tola M. - 

. n^-p.lr. «PV.,.r, •» *•*•••«• 

Wt.r, » gprpolio—" f «“ a th ' V "‘‘ S 

.. orrf c»«r«v.<=» Mt»V th * 5 ls “ i " ly kr, ”° 

jacket on a road offf tins 

aa a popular lover's lane. 

. of the evolving mystery, Velasquez 

la relating this chapes- 

'<)' ' • 

sai<3: • — — - - 

-»« it «.•«». ««* th °" *• 

"The policeman was c^keo 

. , Fe replied that 6 friend hao ? iVe ‘' 

, _ A v. wanted to try them out 

, - binooulars sno he 

• him a pair of 

..v npat’lv 700 oesos in 

«. » M>"' a P ““ 

Eh „ .* m V.. 5^^^* 



J 





vss\— - 



- _ _ — «. 1 • • V» ga "* £ 

^ ,-t •. £ nd hac ?.ctfC 5 — 

expl oy °- . v 



lih^? as ~ d 



as the ’cubar .9 and therefc 

lent.' w He double crossed' _ - ' 



' Of them"^ Kaplan told Ranpsrts re„o-^- 

w anted to a??= ar oe«o -° s ~ - ^ — 

" " „ +--x'w»-r^coln the 

” Hn-de- vav when Vidaz cane to 

The conspiracy go* ^ e - va “ 

, , Vhe Hotel Continental 

first days of Hovember, 1961. Be chewed - a. - 

to »» W >»«», *«* 

Hilton. he p- c-ev.p 

■ lobby and annoying the people in the 

paged in the 

V1 co in(? there three time 3 tc 

Lopaor r.». «. »»* “ “• W0Ul - 8 

h .„ ».. .... . ^ 8 - -r * ~ ^ 

They told him it wonld be better .or 



n-w-DoIr. However, he insisted. 

■^ave a new ° 

■ .too, . — ~ *" S * bl “ a - SM1 ” a 

*-vo*- 1 ci videl'v tenovn • 
rrr the Cuernavaca highway -• 
jacket on a road of.- t-.e 

as a popular lover’s lane. 

v ^ of t^e evolving mystery, Velasquez 
In relating this chapte- 

"<>' ' • . • 

said : - — — 

-v. . ve round them j-n £tp. 
n «ked bow it was that -e -cu. 

«Tho policeman 

o . . He reolied that a friend had ? ive ‘ 

a crowded Plaooin the darkness. Here. 

binooulars snd he wantec to try the. 

him a pair of 



,,l v ..o.'.v 700 tests in 

fter w «*l He then deli vered_ tt* pan .s 
,htm to shew his ’hone s-y . 




'tflMSdly 




also contained several old cancelled checks zM endorsed by. Vidal 
himself ‘amounting to $3,635 made cut . to the Paint Company of 

America ? his hotel key, other Identifying objects, but no passport.” 
Velasques pounded on several of these points. 

Ke asked: "Now, what man who goes to a foreign city doesn't 

have his passport with him? .Who carries canceled checks? Yet, 



despite these dcscrepencies , the Mexican courts 

accepted theno"** 

There T s a lot more the Mexican courts accepted. 

Velescuez said that three days after the clothing was discovered 
■ a body was found in a small town outside Mexico City called Puebla 
de la Ajusco. . It had been covered with a- small amount of esrt" but 
a foot was .stroking out. 

«•» 

"This is the man identified ‘ES&jS: later as Vidal”. Velasquez 



said, "by a frightened Kilton Hotel chambermaid who secs 500 people 
a -day and by a woman who arrived fr om Kc wJTo rk saying she was Ms 
wife. Her. name was Teresa Carrasquillo and she appeared voluntarily 



!J 

i'i 



J 






,/ . , 
Uc^ x 



her living- as a 



to see the 



signed a state 



to him and had beer, earning 
later found .out she was never ,ma.r_ed -o . 

as a prostitute for the past five years. She was ts<-r. 
body and either fainted or pretended to faint and then 
ta tenant to the effect that it was her husband. And just 



Imagine , the clothing was never even tried on the bony . There 

.iso. it _ wculd have been alTtoo apparent t*.t 

clothes did net belong to this dead nan. n ^ 

When Kaplan later was confronted by the above, he admitted to 
. P ar^~~jn~j^ ^ to~~dlsapoear 

'Ti^Ms% ^ remarked not looking at his interviewer. 

"what do you mean? 0 a^ked his interviewer. 



Kaplan evaded the issue 



. When pushed a little further ha ss >d 



that sometimes he thought Vidal might have purposely disappeared 
” toe well® leaving him holding the bag. "he ^n 

becauyi^^-^ "added <• 

r" Kaplan’ 3 part in the conspiracy' 

He met Vidal in Mexico City those first days in November of M. 



-Hr^ST^ith two other men who were suppe 
fact that Vidal was "dead.?— The. men were 



vvsai Petrushsnsky ar.d Pa! 



Kopelsohn. 



All four o 



,f the men had .entered Mexico 



cn forged passports. 



I 







•':iice. (Shortly after pornography charges against :ti» ware '.-.-a- 

• ST a b<w\ York judge in October, 1962, V.S. deputy narsna.j.s pj.Ce.ed 

or. a request 2s by the Mexican government for extradition in connection 

-with the ' "murder" of Vidal. 

Petrushansky was held in the Federal House of Detention in He. York 
from October of >62 until April, 1965, pending the outcome of extradite 
proceedings against him. 

Things went badly for Petrushansky. After losing all appeals in une 
lower courts, his case finallly reached the U.S. Supreme Court. W* ' 
Court ruled against him, and a petition for rehearing was denied. 

'At this point another strange twi st in the Kaplan ca sejcccurred^_A 
pe^T^Il was inT^shansky - s behalf > 



-trTs^attorneysT 



q nd now^T^one of the strangest, and least Publicised parts' of 
the muddled Mexico "murder" that never took place v A ca se that nad 



attracted little or no attentic 
to t.Hb"roint that he overruled 



the Supreme Court and set Petrushansky^re' 



The order was signed oy 



Secretary of State Dean Rusk. 



Obviadsry Johnsons interest in, Vndjtnowle dg e of, the Kaplan affair tj> 
• that of the Supremo ^ourt. To thisji^his strange^ aotlms^ 

/ in a"cago» * •***• nm rder W In a fore Igr. country, 

. ( ' have 'never been explained. The e xpdar^t io^migh^be^ S ' ng ta 



0\, tb6 president as it would be enlightening to the public. 
\ _ : , * - 

\ 



- • . . Po— ncir^s interviewers was xyx'c'V rx 

( Kaplan’s final remark? to his Eampar.s -n.erv. 



hat is trying to interes 



t President Johnson in his 



credictsment.) 



There is one final piece of 



information or. Petrushansky 



that may in some way 



s hed light on fefcsz 



gj.the "impression" he created 



. .v V,« -v cials at the White House. r.e i *. 



said 




vWSKh- 



ftor- pornography cnargt 



-lie?.. Shortly after yornosrapr.j, ciuu-s» “ ‘ 

b _ a I, ew York judfee in October, 1962, US.' deputy r.arshalls picked him up 
on a request by the Mexican government for extradition in co.-nro.-^- 
-with the "murder", Of Vidal. 

Petrushansky was held in the Federal House of Detention in he* lor^ 
from October of -62 until April, 1965, pending the outcome of extraciV.rn 

proceedings against him# 

, . : ■f' *- ©>-• ^ os^ nd all anneals u.n ti^e 

Things went badly for Petrushansky. After 

.. .. .. f 1n£ iiiv reached the U.S. Supreme Court. Efea^x 7ne 

lower courts, his case linai*iy r 

. . — ■rn-r rehear^ nc; was denied* 

Court ruled against him, and a petition for rehear. ^ 

' At this point another strangetUs t in the Kaplan 

behalf hy 
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, ind n0 w^7ta°one of the strangest, and least publicised parts' of 

’ thB muddled Mexico "murder" that never took place .^_A_e«e_ tha . 

- attracted little or no attention by the press fascinated President .ohnsor 

^.supreme Court a. ^t^rus-r^ nee . 

The order was si gned by Secr et^ State Jeanjlusk. *> 

■ — ^ly_ joh^Tu^ 

that of the supremo _Court._ To thi^day, _his_ str ar ? e^ ao-. 

I £ T ^T^^y-i«ToW a s impl^mwrder^^^a^i^a^fore^R^^^' ’ 
! e^lal^d. .The ex^^Hon^^ ° 

&■. the President as it would be enlightening to the public^ 

: ' 



msrkg to his Reapar 



ts interviewers wss 






(Kaplan’s final re 

, „ , s trying to interest President Johnson in V. s 

that 3 J r ‘ 



-ed ic terse nt • ) 



There 



Ls one final piece 



of information on ? e trusransr.y 



that may in sons' way 'shed Ugh- on 



asa the "impression" he created 



high o 



^ m c £ til C * 



tb.e Vfhl t* rous 



.i s e « • • €■ 1 3 s s 



^.a t0 be or r.-av .' 



>»en a * - 




msm vs^mt .• 



. Another man entered t^e ccr.s.--- v ^ 

Joe 1 Kaplan and Vidau, *>- • - n 
■ E als de C-arsy who represented ooe- P. 

Sucrose Corporation they had in M ® X * C0 ‘ 

. -the original Plan was to only have Garay’s 

Velasques 

_a ke <t appear, that Vital had beer. 

car found with blood on i, “ 

„U1.0 1 » *r. ...«.»»• 60l: ’ E “ Pl ‘ Dt 

*w.. — — — - - nu '" w ‘” r ' : 

t w 3T ood Sank on Calls 

sea t with this and blood they bought *r« 

o4 . .O They bought it without even 

a , Frontera (Frontera Stree.). T Y 



a it was Vidal's blood type. Then they realised 
being sure it was vicaj. ^ ^ 

v « tl , eT had to have 'a body. / They bought one at the 

foolish because they nac 

public ror^c-fS^S Servicio hedio Forense, Gallo Mnos ^ 

Her $fp, (Boy Heroes Street) f as 

*o t,„ «»•« — - -* '^ S5S " 

fw , ^ «•«» »*, - p ’ ; “ tMne *•* h * 5 * l ”‘ w •**’’ 
-ZL 



f / . “ 

... . U/b-S"^- , 

found o 8 r b 



; n bo ,_ wag the one dug up and identified as Vidal’s. 
'This unicncvn body 

i 4. j «- v * c yh qX © th ! nCo J Per ^ 
Velasques said: "The conspirators plotted t„ 

WE8 no murder. Ho one was killed. A nd yet the *«l«n courts. 

accepted this and other -evidence^and Kaplan is.serv.rg tine - 

for Vi< 3 al ! s murder 



hr the v :«xlcaa 

■ v 3 was pointedly descr-be^ bj the . 

"Other evice^ce a «*•*' v . 



attorn 



He said i^Vic&l was 



.. ■»?-?* thirties, of 
in r .s w ^ r - u 
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belongings. They broke stone and g.ass a... 



sea 



de 



. ^ r tv./» ood Bsnlc on C h *- 1 ^ 
t with this and blood they bough, from 

They bought it without even xaxXtx 
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, . Then they realized thlsfwas 

ln c sure it was Vidal* s_ blood type. Then l 



being 
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,, thev '-ad to have a body... They oo-.g 
foolish because they n_o 

Serv icio he die Forense, Celle Xinos 

public morgue ^ e - 



can* 



found 



a * J ^'T 



\ e n v ee any modi csl stuo^n- 

Her (Soy Heroes Street) f as e ~ ~ % 

ref on© could not 

They didn't have too nuch -*n«|T ‘ ““ * ^gg 

V . ,-Id fit the clothing that had already been 
wa't for e body that would fit the 

L A- . * ■ ■ 

rni! «*»« vie, «.■» “• *»»'-* “ d 

..a t n s whole thing. There 
„ «,.<*. "The conspirators plotted t.s 

Velasques said- f- 1 - 

... „ ». «• - - ” * W ' M 
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fox* Vidal 1 s rout'd cn « 



r«. »«*••« 6j *• 

... «srlv 32S thirties, of CuO*< 



„ , . c v -t r c ■) was m 

attorney. He sa.d: ,..ce. 







